Still I Rise
- Maya Angelou

You may write me down in history

With your bitter, twisted lies,

You may trod me in the very dirt

But still, like dust, I'll rise.

Does my sassiness upset you?

Why are you beset with gloom?

'Cause I walk like I've got oil wells

Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns,

With the certainty of tides,

Just like hopes springing high,

Still I'll rise.

Did you want to see me broken?

Bowed head and lowered eyes?

Shoulders falling down like teardrops,

Weakened by my soulful cries?

Does my haughtiness offend you?

Don't you take it awful hard

'Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines

Diggin' in my own backyard.

You may shoot me with your words,

You may cut me with your eyes,

You may kill me with your hatefulness,

But still, like air, I'll rise.

Does my sexiness upset you?

Does it come as a surprise

That I dance like I've got diamonds

At the meeting of my thighs?

Out of the huts of history's shame

I rise

Up from a past that's rooted in pain

I rise

I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide,

Welling and swelling I bear in the tide.

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear

I rise

Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear

I rise

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,

I am the dream and the hope of the slave.

I rise

I rise

I rise. 
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American author Maya Angelou is known for her poetry, autobiography, and novels that lyrically articulate the experience of Africans Americans and give a voice to black pride and heritage. Angelou's works, however, have appealed to all races with their strong messages of hope and strength. She served as a coordinator for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in the 1960s and published the first volume of her autobiography, the acclaimed I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, in 1970. Despite her distinguished career, she did not become a major public figure until after her moving delivery of a poem at President Bill Clinton's 1992 inauguration. A performer before her career in letters, Angelou has also written, directed, and starred in a number of television programs and movies.


Use the example question and answer below to help you answer these
 ‘Unfamiliar Text’ style questions for the poem ‘Still I Rise’
Question:
Stanza 2:

a. Identify the simile in stanza 2.

b. Explain how the poet uses this language feature to create an image of the strength of the speaker’s character.
	 Example
	 Language
Feature
	Literal meaning
	Images created by the words.
	 Feelings created by the words.
	Purpose and meaning – what is the author saying?

	 "'Cause I walk like I've got oil wells /
Pumping in my living room"
	Simile
	She is walking like she is rich.
	Oil wells produce images of money and power. She isn’t just walking – she is strutting with confidence.
	Pride, confidence, strength, wealth 
	The narrator is creating the feeling that she is strong and wealthy with the image of the rich, powerful oil wells. She is doing this to contrast the others who want to put her down


Answer:
The poet uses the simile "Cause I walk like I've got oil wells / Pumping in my living room" to create a sense of the strength of the speaker’s character by saying that she is walking like she is rich. Oil wells produce images in our minds of money and power – this makes us think that the speaker isn’t just walking; she is strutting with pride and confidence. The reader understands that the speaker is strong because she still walks with confidence despite the fact that people are trying to put her down.
1. Stanza 3:

a. Identify the examples of simile used in stanza 3.

b. Explain how the poet uses these similes to develop the reader’s understanding of the speaker.
2. Stanza 6:

a. Identify the language feature in the first two lines of the stanza: You may shoot me with your words, You may cut me with your eyes,

b. Explain how the poet uses this language feature to develop the speaker’s relationship with the ‘you’ she is speaking to.

c. Explain how the simile in the last line of this stanza: But still, like air, I'll rise, develops the reader’s understanding of the speaker
3. Stanza 8-9:

Explain how the poet uses repetition in the last two stanzas of the poem to enhance the idea of the speaker’s strength.
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