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Dear Mr Cairney
by Graeme Lay
Answer the following questions on this page

Level 1: “On the lines”
Choose the statements that you agree with.

1. The narrator was in Mr Cairney’s class a long time ago.

2. Mr Cairney made the narrator write lines for talking in class.

3. Mr Cairney strapped the boy on the hand.

4. There were some chip packets blocking the drain that the narrator had to clean

5. The first cut of the strap caused him to bleed.

Level 2: “Between the lines”
Say whether you agree or disagree with the following statements, and give a quote from the story to support your answer.

1. Mr Cairney was a firm teacher who treated students with respect.

2. The strap that Mr Cairney used is described clearly in the story.
3. The narrator didn’t cry because the strap didn’t hurt very much.

4. The muck that he had to scoop out was so hot that it felt like a red-hot coal.

5. The narrator is excited because Mr Cairney will be the headmaster at his son’s school

Level 3: “Beyond the lines”

Read these statements and explain what you think the author is REALLY     trying to say to us. Use evidence from the story to support your answers.
1. Corporal punishment is a good way to discipline students.
2. It is good for students to be afraid of their teachers.
3. Events that happen at school are easily forgotten.

4. Teachers should be accountable for their actions.

5. Students are the only bullies in the school.
